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Catlow Quarry Nelson and the mythical Gnome like Creatures. 

Once upon a time in a small town in Lancashire, England, there was a quarry called Catlow 
Quarry. The quarry was owned by Benjamin Chaffer and had a long history of mineral 
extraction, with small quarries and clear shallow coal mines surrounding it. The Shooters Inn, 
which dated back to 1660, was a popular watering hole for the miners and quarrymen in the area. 
Several cottages in Mount Pleasant, Lower Row, and Catlow Row were possibly built to house 
workers in local quarries, although their upper floors were used as loomshops where the 
occupants wove wool. 

Catlow Quarry was known for its high-quality sandstone, which was used for building and 
paving. Chaffer claimed that his stone had built "half of Liverpool" and was even in demand 
overseas, with large quantities sent to South Africa. Despite the high demand for the stone, it 
was always conveyed from the quarries by road, rather than by rail. 

The quarry was also home to mythical gnome-like creatures that were said to haunt the quarry. 
The creatures, which were similar to the Knockers of Cornish folklore, were said to help 
quarrymen find the richest veins of ore or other treasures by their peculiar knocking sound. They 
appeared dressed in miniature mining outfits and worked constantly but never finished their task. 
The creatures were said to be half a yard tall, very ugly, but often friendly and helpful. 

Despite the presence of these creatures, the quarry remained a bustling place, with carts taking 
the stone downhill to Brunswick Street in Nelson, where it was conveyed by horse and cart to 
the numerous building sites in the town and to the canal. The quarry continued to expand, and 
by the early 1900s, a new track had been diverted through Todd Field to leave Southfield Lane 
at the quarry office north of Mount Pleasant. 

As the years went on, the quarry's importance began to decline, and by the mid-20th century, it 
was no longer operational. However, the quarry's legacy lived on, as its stone had been used to 
build many of the town's buildings and structures, including the dam of Walverden Reservoir. 
Today, the quarry is a popular spot for hikers and tourists, who come to see the beautiful 
sandstone cliffs and learn about the quarry's history. Some even claim to hear the faint knocking 
sound of the mythical Gnome like Creatures. 


By Donald Jay 


